
Australian Wine: definitely an A+ 
 
Not being a person who wins things, I was surprised and delighted to be awarded a place on a one 
day wine school with A+ Australian Wine. 
 
Imagine how I felt when I arrived at Australia House on The Strand and, having cleared security, took 
my place in The Exhibition Room (there is a Bruce Room too!). Magnificent chandeliers, floor to 
ceiling drapes, an impressive array of wine glasses and my very own spittoon. Having checked the 
paperwork and discovered that we would taste 20 wines before lunch and another 22 wines in the 
afternoon, I definitely needed that spittoon. 
 
UK wine journalist, Tim Atkin MW hosted the day and he was supported by wine writer and 
broadcaster Andrew Jefford. They were the perfect pairing providing insightful comments and just 
the right amount of background information. 
 
Tim and Andrew were joined at appropriate times by no less than six Australian wine makers 
including Stephanie Toole (Mount Horrocks, Clare Valley), David Hohnen (McHenry Hohnen, 
Margaret River), Alain Rousseau (Frogmore Creek, Tasmania), John Duval (Barossa), Andre Bondar 
(Mitolo, McLaren Vale) and Julie Mortlock (De Bortoli). 
 
The day was well structured (as were many of the wines) with just the right balance of background 
information, tasting time allocated to each flight, expert views and time for questions. 
 
The astonishing thing was just how diverse the wines were in terms of grapes (Riesling, Chardonnay, 
Pinot Noir, Semillon, Semillon/Sauvignon, Shiraz, SGM, Cabernet Sauvignon and, for the fortified 
wines, Muscat and Muscadelle ), in terms of style and in terms of the quality across the whole price 
range. 
 
Australia is an interesting and compelling story – the place, the people, the “terroir” and the wines. 
 
Watch out for upcoming tastings where we can share some of these insights, revisit old favourites 
and explore new offerings from Australia.  
 
Only a few places remaining but if you haven’t spotted it yet, check out our Gourmet Dinner on 
October 11th where we will be pairing wines from Australia and New Zealand wines with gourmet 
food. 
 
 


