
Welcome to our feedback which covers September and early October 2013. 
  
New World or Old World? 

  
The line between the New World and Old World wines is becoming increasing blurred but the one thing that was 
crystal clear was the high quality of wines being produced in all regions. That said, France and Spain edged the 
voting. Loupart from the Loire region of France was voted top Sauvignon Blanc. The top Tempranillo (Tinto Fino) 
was Celeste from Spains' Ribera del Duero and, also from Spain, the 2008 Gran Coronas was voted the top 
Cabernet Sauvignon. 
Debate continued over the Blue Boar meal partnered by a choice of wines from South Africa and Italy. 
  
An Evening of Serbian Wines 

  
The Ferini Art Gallery hosted Mr. Sasa Uzelac, First Counsellor of Economic Affairs at the Serbian Embassy to 
celebrate an evening of Serbian wines. 
The evening was for the adventerous and guests were treated to an enjoyable and informative journey through 
the wines of Serbia experiencing first hand the improvement in quality since 2000 and the enormous potential 
that exists in this region. 
Mr Uzelac extended his stay in Lowestoft and was introduced to the joys of Adnams Broadside by David & Joan 
Ferris of the Norfolk and Norwich Novi Sad Association.  
  
Press Coverage: The Lowestoft Journal published on 11/10/2013 includes a report and photograph of this event. 
  
All Things French 

  
Blyth Valley Wines again partnered with Cafe Grand and this time it was to bring a little piece of France to a quiet 
corner of Lowestoft. 
The menu was both a tour of France and a "tour de force"; Roquefort quiche, Porc Cassoulet and Paris-Brest 
which was created in 1891 to commemorate the Paris-Brest bicycle race. 
Guests gathered with a glass of "kir breton" or "moment de plaisir". The Roquefort quiche paired perfectly with 
the Marc Bredif Vouvray whilst "Un Jour sur Terre" Cahors complimented the Cassoulet and french vegetable 
selection to perfection. 
The Paris-Brest is a tough dessert to pair. The wine needs to be capable of working with the choux pastry but 
also stand up to the praline cream ... a challenge indeed and sometimes even the French need to look outside 
France to find the perfect pairing ... so we headed for Madeira and H&H 15 year old Bual -- a stunning fortified 
wine and definitely worth a try. 
  
Continent by Continent 
  
A wine to represent each Continent (except Antarctica which was substituted by wines from both North and South 
America) made for an entertaining trip round the world. The top white was a chenin blanc from South Africa whilst 
the favourite red was a close run thing between Australia and the United States with Bob Berton's Broken 
Shackle Classic Red just edging the most votes. 
  
In addition to the wine tasting the organiser had arranged a wine quiz which caused much hilarity with the winner 
taking home a bottle of Hugel et Fils Gentil donated by BVW. 
  
Trade Events 

  
We have attended a number of trade events in the last 6 weeks. Our object has been to identify new producers, 
find interesting new wines and revisit the latest vintages of our old favourites. We have been delighted with the 
results of this research and look forward to sharing these wines with you at future tasting events. 
  
As ever, it is often the people who make their wines come alive and we were delighted to have the chance to 
spend time with Cristina Torres tasting the wines Cristina will present at East Restaurant on November 7th.  
  
As many of you know I hate to be late for anything but a slight delay to our arrival at a tasting on 9th October 
seemed justified.  
Her Majesty the Queen was waiting in the grounds of Buckingham Palace to place her message in the 
Commonwealth Games baton at the start of its journey around the countries of the Commonwealth. Sir Chris Hoy 
had the honour of carrying the baton from Saint James' Palace to The Palace accompanied by the Pipes & 
Drums 1st Battalion Scots Guards and Pipes & Drums 1st Battalion the Royal Regiment of Scotland. 
When we arrived on the South Bank for our tasting event, a few minutes later than anticipated, it was with a smile 
that I report being delayed by the Queen and Sir Chris Hoy! 
  
Sonia Sips 

  



This is a new tab on our Blyth Valley Wines website (www.blythvalleywines.co.uk) and will be updated bi-weekly 
to highlight a wine I have particularly enjoyed "sipping". Do let us know if you have a favourite "sip" that you 
would like us to consider including. 
  
We hope you find this feedback interesting and thank you for your continued support. More information 
and photographs can be found on our website www.blythvalleywines.co.uk 
Sonia Boggis 
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